Australian Cat Federation Inc.
Minutes Committee and General Meeting

Tuesday 11 June 2024

President — Judith Jordan Vice President — Kingsley Schmidtke ~ Secretary — Robbie Walker
Treasurer — Jan Sterry CANT - Julian Schuller CANT — Heather Havens
CAT — Lesley Morgan Cats NSW — Peta Sperduty Cats NSW — Jenny Weekes

Cats WA — Carole Galli Cats WA —Kay Woods COAWA —Jill Reed
FCCQ — Isobel Johnstone FCCQ — Erin Brown GCCFSA — Scoot Andresen

GCCFSA — Melinda Radus GCCFV - Linda Kitson QFA — Janis Christison
QICC — Laureen Butzbach TFA — Anne Harvey
OBSERVERS
Tamsin Bickerton Carolynn Davis Kerry Fowler Chris Merritt Jade Till

Meeting opened at 1045

1. Opening & Welcome
President, Judith Jordan, welcomed everyone and provided housekeeping guidelines and breaks.

2. Apologies

COAWA — Annette Joesbury GCCFSA —Debs Armishaw GCCFV —Christian Nimmervoll
QFA — Barbara LaRocca QICC — Rodney McGregor TFA — Angela Hawkes
3. Previous Minutes
4. a. Corrections To The Minutes

As raised by delegates at this meeting

Moved: CANT, Julie Schuller
Seconded: TFA, Anne Harvey Approved Unanimously

b. Matters Arising from the February 2025 meeting
I. Bengal/Toyger Import Ban
e Working Group Setup
e Joint working group with CCC of A

GCCFSA, Melinda Radus, there are several breeders that are interested. I advised them to go to
their member bodies to put their hand up to participate in a committee. There are some ideas
on how to approach this going forward that will be put forward to the committee. Namely,
there has been contact with Dr Chris Palin, the geneticist at Stanford in the US, who has done
some DNA studies with Bengals across the DNA for the Asian Leopard cat. Most Bengals
came/back asless than 3.6% wildcat DNA, which shows them well below any consideration as
a hybrid.

My hope with the committee's work that we form would be to go back to the government and
request the Bengals and Toygers to be removed from the noncompliance list. as they're not

considered a hybrid scientifically and genetically.

I've had discussions with Ben of Petronas, which is an Australian based DNA company that has
worked with wildlife and noncompliance through the government.

I've put them in touch with Dr Chris Palin, the intention is that they have DNA or access to
the DNA test that Chris has done that shows the percentage of how much wildcat and so the
submission suggestion would be to the government that when an animal is put forward for
importation, they go to the state appointed vet for the titre blood test, they would also draw
blood for the DNA and send it to the DNA company to verify that it has less than X
percentage. As defined scientifically, to prove that it's not a hybrid coming in.
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This would be part of the importation process.

ACEF President, Judith Jordan, this meeting is to decide setting up a working group, what do we
need?

The February meeting agreed. that ACF was to work with the breeders to get them reinstated.
On the Live Import List. CCC of A are interested in being part of a joint working group the
suggestion is that the working group has two or three breeders from each organization, and
obviously they can call in experts, such as those mentioned by Melinda.

GCCFSA, Melinda Radus, we're not asking for the government to reinstate we're asking them
to remove the Toygers and the Bengals from the noncompliance list.

GCCEFV, Linda Kitson, I move that the committee be set up initially.
Seconded: FCCQ, Isobel Johnstone

GCCEFV, Linda Kitson, I move that Melinda be added. GCCFV would like t6 put forward
Chris Black and Jody Foster,

TFA, Anne Harvey, I would like to nominate Lynn Dowd, a Bengal breeder in Tasmania.
QICC, Laureen Butzbach, we would suggest Carmel Pryke a Toyger exhibitor.
ACF Secretary, Robbie Walker, I think three from each organisation is sufficient, otherwise it

will become too unwieldy, the working group can refer to other breeders in other states.
FCCQ, Isobel Johnstone, I move that Melinda be the chair of the working group

ACF Secretary, Robbie Walker, we have Melinda Radusas‘chair and Lyn Dowd and Chris
Black?

Observer, Kerry Fowlet, the crux of the problem thatl see is the government definition of a
hybrid, the Australian government, is out-of step with other quarantine departments, academia
and zoos definition. The Australian Government is saying Bengals are a hybrid breed, regardless
of the percentage of wildcat genes. So even coming up and showing that the cats are less than
3% wildcat, the problem will still exist until there is an international definition for a Hybrid.

ACEF President, Judith Jordan, thank you, Kerry, that's something that the working group can
take on board and deal with.

Okay, we've dealt with item. Do we want an interim report? Say, by October? By October, can
we have an interim teport?

ACEF Secretary, Robbie Walker, can we have an interim report for the October meeting?

GCCF Ragdoll Breeding Policy

¢ Per February 2025 By-laws Part Two Breeding and Registration Rules report, add
the GCCF Ragdoll Breeding Policy to the by-laws.
Action:
Lesley Morgan, ILO to write to GCCF via the Secretary to request permission to use their
policy.
Moved: CANT, Julie Schuller
Seconded: TFA, Anne Harvey
Guild Secretary, Julie Schuller, the judge’s guild recommendation is that we have a written
agreement with the GCCF to use an extract, not the whole document, the extract would be
pertinent to ACF policy for managing white markings in Ragdolls. Defer further discussion
until the next meeting.
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FCCQ, Isobel Johnstone, Cats WA and GCCFV have provided feedback, the Breeding and
Registration Rules sub-committee has responded to the feedback. We asked Lesley if she had
asked GCCF and were advised only by text. ACF would need a written agreement

Action One: Breeding & Registration Rules sub-committee to email the extracts from the

GCCF Ragdoll Breeding Policy to the ILO for GCCF approval to use

Action Two: Erin Brown through the Secretary to write to GCCF requesting permission to use
the extracts as provided by the Breeding & Registration Rules sub-committee

ACEF Secretary, Robbie Walker, requested permission to remove the breeding policies for
Manx, Cymric, Scottish Fold & Scottish Shorthair and Munchkins from the by-laws Part 2
document.

CANT, Julie Schuller, I move that we take the breeding policies out of the by-laws Pare2

document.

Moved: CANT, Julie Schuller
Seconded: FCCQ, Isobel Johnstone Carried unanimously

c. Committee & General Meeting Minutes
As raised by delegates at this meeting.

Finance
Reports
a.  Judges Guild — Guild will give their recommendations when required

b. Breed Development Programmes

Moved: CAT, Lesley Morgan
Seconded: QFA, Janis Christison

c. 2026 ACF National Show
GCCFSA, Scoot Andresen, there is no information on the contracted judges in this report,
which is published in the yearbook. If-anybody has specific questions, I'll take them on
notice, take them back to Adelaide.
The committee members are Debs Armishaw, Liz Andresen, Janina Polias, Michele
Ristuccia, David Walker, Jade Tee, Leonie Smith, Fiona Hawkins, Kim Mattock, Carissa
Dyett, Julie Lawrence, Chris Wall (Treasurer), Heather Gordon.
All reports were accepted
Reports Sub-Committees — As circulated prior to meeting & Confirmation of 2025/2026
Committee persons
a.  Breed Groups Review Sub-Committee
ACF Guild Secretary, Julie Schuller, if judging groups are Longhair & Shorthair the
Guild recommend that AoE’s are awarded for Longhair and Shorthair and not for
Group 2 and 3.
Chair, Carole Galli, there were two recommendations. One was if we want to continue
to consider removing longhair Group 3 breeds from the shorthair section into longhair
it will need to be considered by the Guild again. In the three years when I've been
talking to people as I've been going around and judging, I've been talking to exhibitors,
opinions are evenly split.
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The other recommendation was regarding AoE’s currently member bodies who
have only longhair and shorthair, the AoE’s are still awarded in Group I, 2 and
3 which can be confusing for judges, there are few exhibits in Group 2. South
Australia and Western Australia still judge in the traditional 3 Groups. Robbie
would need AoE’s.
I move that if a member body’s shows are Longhair & Shorthair that AoE’s are
only awarded for those two divisions and that shows which have the
traditional Groups 1, 2, 3 that the AoE awards continue to be awarded as they
are currently
Moved: Chair, Carole Galli
Seconded: CAT, Lesley Morgan Carried For 9 Abstain 2
Chair, Carole Galli, we propose that the sub-committee be dissolved, it can be reformed if
at a later stage there is a proposal to change the group 3 breed group.
Agreed unanimously
Moved: Carole Galli
b. Breeding Rules Sub-Committee
Isobel Johnstone (Chair), Jenny Weekes, Kerry Fowler
ACF Guild Secretary, Julie Schuller, the guild recommended a note régarding white to
white, matings and deafness should be included in the Feline Terminology document, the
guild supported the motion.
Chair, Isobel Johnstone, I do hope people have read.our report and made comments on the
Persian and Exotic Shorthair. Dominant Blue Eyes, it is not recommended to be included
in any breeding program and a fourth blue eyed gene, has been identified, we have the
motion that white to white markings are not allowed in any breed to reduce the chance of
deafness in progeny, melanocytes ar¢ important.in the development of the ear.
Chair, Isobel Johnstone, white to white matings, the melanocytes are very important in the
development of the hearing in the organ of Corti, and there is a big chance of deafness.
Breeders in the know.do not do white to white matings. This was brought up by a new
breeder who didn't understand, there is nothing which states not to do white to white
matings.
Moved: CANT, Julie Schuller
Seconded: TFA, Anne Harvey Catried unanimously
c. Breed Standards Review Sub-Committee

Lesley Morgan (Chair), Debs Armishaw, Jo-anne Frank

Chair, Lesley Morgan, there's been very good action happening, but I must say that in the last
two weeks, note to self, which I'll have to put to the rest of the committee.

It involves things I discovered while judging. One which is, sorry, Linda, there was a mink
pointed British Longhair, which we don’t recognise.

Cats NSW, Peta Sperduty, there's no such thing as a mink pointed, it's genetically impossible.
GCCEFV, Linda Kitson, that was how our registrar registered it, it was entered in the show, two
judges before Lesley judged it and it was not picked up.

Cats NSW, Jenny Weekes, in one of our shows a Bengal was entered as a mink pointed, it was
pointed.

Cats NSW, Peta Sperduty, this indicates that our registrars need a little more training in
genetics

FCCQ, Isobel Johnstone, may I suggest that all registrars do a genetics course, some of them
may not be judges who have done basic genetics, it would be advantageous.

ACEF President, Judith Jordan, Lesley, do the committee members remain the same?
Moved: Chair, Lesley Morgan
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d. Feline Health Research Fund
Isobel Johnstone
I sincerely thank those who do donate to the Feline Health Research Fund, GCCFV runs a
show each year and contributes that money to the fund. Additionally, they have a levy of
$1.00 on kitten registrations. QFA also make regular donations. We do $10,000 grant each
year, as required by the government. As pointed out in my report, the research has had very
good results. Is it possible for more members to donate to the fund?
Moved: Isobel Johnstone
e. Feline Terminology Sub-Committee
Isobel Johnstone (Chair), Kathryn Hill, Jo-anne Frank, Lesley Morgan
Moved: Chair, Isobel Johnstone
f. Legislative Watchdog Sub-Committee
Julie Schuller (Chair), Linda Kitson
Moved: Chair, Julie Schuller
g. UTH/UT]J Sub-Committee
Peta Sperduty (Chair), Barbara LaRocca, Linda Kitson, Debs Armishaw
Not a lot has been done, due to people's commitments, but I do belieye it does need to
continue. I'm not aware who is prepared to stay on other than myself and Debs.
ACEF President, Judith Jordan, does everyone agree that the reports be accepted. Carried Unanimously

8. MEETING OF WORLD CAT CONGRESS
a) 2025 WCC Meeting
WCC Delegate, Judith Jordan, ACF has'a discussion point on the agenda, asking if the

business meeting can be live streamed our rationale is for transparency, accessibility,
putting those items on the table and getting feedback at this stage.

CAT, Lesley Mortgan, and bring the World Cat Congress (WCC) to the membership of
the world.

ACF Secretary, Robbie Walket, there are two motions, one which is basically the mirror
image of the other. So, they have been placed in one document, they are from CFA &
TICA, recommending that WCC form a committee to draw up guidelines and materials
for associations to use when confronted by anti-breed/anti breeder laws.

WCC identify current areas of anti-breed and breeder legislation and respond as an

organization to the appropriate authorities, in addition to member associations affected

by this legislation.

CANT, Julie Schuller, I move that ACF votes in favor of that motion.

CAT, Lesley Morgan, use Victorian as example and the discipline behind it.

ACEF Secretary, Robbie Walker, is everyone in favour of ACF voting Yes?  Agreed Unanimously
The second proposal is from FIFe proposing that a WCC Health and Welfare Working Group with

representatives from all members that will work together on health and welfare issues that are
identified, such as extreme conformations. Each member will nominate two people to participate in
the working group. It further states that the working group may invite additional experts in the field
to help or to consult on identified health and welfare problems.

The working group may suggest proposals to the WCC to discuss at the annual WCC meeting. The

rationale was circulated.
CANT, Julie Schuller, I move that ACF votes in favor of that motion. Agreed Unanimously

ACEF Secretary, Robbie Walker, may I ask something here, could ACF and CCC of A have a joint
health and welfare committee as other member body’s do, such as FIFe, CFA, TICA?
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FCCQ, Isobel Johnstone, this could be on the next joint agenda.
ACEF President, Judith Jordan , Kerry Fowler and Isobel Johnstone have been nominated, are both

ladies happy to be involved in that?
ACEF Secretary, Robbie Walker, I have had verbal discussions with CCC of A, they're interested in

having joint committee, Australia is too small to have two individual committees.

Royal Canin have been organising round table discussions in Europe, WCC has been represented by
Eric Reijers. After next week’s business meeting there will be a new President. I believe the current
Vice President, Jan van Rooyen will be nominated, this would then require another election for a
Vice President for 12 months like what happened in Launceston, next year is when the Vice

President should be elected.
CANT, Julie Schuller, I move the ACF vote for Jan.
FCCQ, Isobel Johnstone, can we leave it at the discretion of Judith?

There's going to be a presentation to the board at the business meeting from Royal Canin on their
Choose Health initiative. As mentioned, there have been a couple of round'table discussions, which
have included FCI, a worldwide body for dogs, they are also'launching the educational videos to the

attendees at the seminar.

9 - Submissions — By-Laws

Deleted text is shown with a s{—ﬂ-ke—t-hfeﬂgh and new text is underscored.
9.1  ACF By-laws Part 2 Breeding & Registration Rules

“that there be inclusion of breed relevanttests for genetic & non-genetic

diseases & conditions in By-laws Part 2 Breeding & Registration Rules, so that
breeders are aware of testing that should be performed on their breed for the
health and welfare of the cats, breeding lines and new owners.

Motion from GCCFSA
Rationale:
Call for DNA testing and responsible breeding in clauses 4, 1.5, 1.6.3, 1.7 (all
clauses), however there is no information available to breeders for the specific tests
required in each breed. This motion is to assist breeders with what they should be
doing.

Moved: GCCFSA, Scoot Andresen

Seconded: Cats NSW;, Peta Sperduty
ACF Guild Secretary, Julie Schuller, the guild supported the motion with an explanation, a
list of identified problems in cats, where it is recommended the cats are not bred from be
included in an appendix to the bylaws, and a nominated Committee be formed to keep it
current. The suggested committee from the Judges Guild were Isobel Johntsone, Kerry

Fowler and Peta Sperduty.
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Breeding & Registration Rules Committee, Chair, Isobel Johnstone, unfortunately,
there has been a misinterpretation regarding the interpretation of the current by-laws
Part 2 rule 15.5.10.2, in the GCCFSA, motion in the result of motion section, all
cats used as out crosses must be DINA tested for all health tests available for Burmese,
American, British, Shorthair and Burmese (ie breeds also used to achieve the
Mandalay). They also need to test positive for ¢, and negative for colours not
currently recognised in Burmese by ACF.

It is incorrect to state that this rule means inherited diseases found in some outcross
breeds such as the American Burmese, require testing when they have not been used
in the breeding program. This rule only requires DNA testing for the relevant health

tests of outcross breed cats that are used in a specific Burmese breeding program.

So, it's a misinterpretation of that rule, if the motion goes ahead, we would likeswith
the permission of South Australia, to add a little bit to the sentences in the rationale
result of motion where it says, Cats negative by parentage are excluded from that
requirement, although it is good practice ro routinely DINA test kittens and breeding
cats., this was agreed at the judge’s guild meeting, sometimes IDINA tests may not be
correct.

The next one the relevant forms of Progressiye Retinal Atrophy and Polycystic
Kidney Disease in some British Shorthair cats should be stated as: Progressive Retinal
Atrophy, (PRA-pd, Persian) and Polycystic Kidney Disease (PKDI ).

Stretchy skin should be added to the European Burmese diseases when it becomes
avarlable.

It's incorrect to say that no_information'is in that document, in that in the rationale,
it omitted to say that in the current breeding rules, we do give useful websites where
the relevant information is available and they're kept up to date with a relevant DNA
test for each breed listed, so that there is information there for breeders to go to these
websites which are current. Otherwise, it's onerous on communities doing that, and
since the discussion at the judge’s guild a strategy has been foreshadowed.

There's now a separate committee to try and keep a separate document separate from
this, because Peta Sperduty had done the hard work

Cats'NSW, Peta Sperduty, we had to do this for our New South Wales legislation.
We are required to provide information to our breeders about specific genetic testing
and everything else. So, we were required to create that document anyway. So, the
work has already been done. I'll give you these, Robbie, I'll give you these documents
that's got the reworded motion in.

ACF President, Judith Jordan, we have an amended motion with the new parts added,

we need a seconder for the amended motion.

Seconded: Cats NSW, Peta Sperduty Carried For 9: Against I Abstained I
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ACEF By-laws Part 6.2 — National Show Rules

Motion from Cats NSW (Per February meeting minutes)

“that the ACF By-Laws Part 6.2 National Show Rules be amended to include a new rule 44
regarding exhibitor behaviour at the National Show”.

44. Poor sportsmanship will not be tolerated. The comfort of all exhibits, the exhibitors,
[udges, show personnel and visitors is of paramount importance.

a) Any person/persons who, by their actions or words, intimidate any judge, show

official, or any other person/persons at or in the vicinity of the show hall are liable

to disciplinary action.

b) This may include expulsion from the National Australia Show by the National

Australia Show Committee, forfeiting awards from the National Australia Show,

banning from future National Australia Shows and/or reporting to their governing

body.”
Rationale

It is an unfortunate reality that on, occasion, attendance af a cat show-may see some

exhibitors or visitors conduct themselves in a manner which results in behaviours
considered by attendees as inappropriate at a show. This behaviour may be directed
at any person attending a show in any capacity and may arise because of any
occurrence at a show, or because of their inability to put personal interests aside for
the benefit of the event or cat fancy. Often,people do not realise the significance of
their behaviour or unintended consequences that their behaviour may have on others.
Having a rule in place to address such behaviour, thereby giving the National Show
Committee authority to act, may diminish the likelihood of such behaviour occurring.
It would also reduce such actions bringing the Cat Fancy into disrepute because of the
behaviour of a very small. minority: To grow attendance and participation in the Cat
Fancy, especially by younger people, it is imperative that shows, and other events are
conducted with the welfare of all who attend being of paramount importance.

The Cats NSW Committee experience in running the 2024 ACF National Show
highlighted t6 them that a show rule to address inappropriate behaviour was missing.
The inclusion of the wording about expulsion ‘by the show committee’ means that no
one person is-solely responsible for the decision to expel a person for behavioural
reasons, reducing the opportunity for personal bias by the show manager or a single
committee member, or for remonstration towards the show manager or individual
committee member.

Moved: Cats NSW, Peta Sperduty
Seconded: FCCQ, Isobel Johnstone
CAT, Lesley Morgan, what if it's a CCC of A person,

ACEF President, Judith Jordan, if they're at a show that ACF is hosting it's our
obligation to do it
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Cats NSW, Pet Sperduty, if National Australia Show Committee decide to remove them, we
can advise them that CCC of A will be notified of the exhibitors name and then it will be up
to them to follow their rules in relation to what they do with it. ~ Catried Unanimously

10 - General Business

10.1

10.2

10.3

10.4

Matters referred from 21 July 2025 ACF Judges Guild GM

ACF Judges Guild Secretary, Julie Schuller, we have one recommendation with respect to
Dominant Blue Eyes (DBE), and this refers to the ACF by-laws Part 2, clause 1.8
Importing Cats sub clausel.8.2.4, and sub clause 1.8.3.

1.3 Breeders importing a cat should initially check the pedigree with their Member, or
Provisional Member Body before importation to ensure the cat can be registered ander
ACF (Inc.) Breeding and Registration Rules. /r must be DINA tested and confirmed ro
be free of genetic diseases and unregisterable charactersstics thar may impact the cat’s
health & welfare

1.8.2.4 No cat is to be imported for breeding if it returns positiye DINA test results
for currentlyknown diseases of that breed,

ACF President, Judith Jordan, this is a proposal, it must come from a member body or
the Breeding Rules & Registration Committee.

CANT, Julie Schuller, we will propose the motion.

ACF ]udges Guild Secretary, Julie Schuller, a note to be added to breeds that are

separated into non agouti, non-agouti and white agouti, agouti and white, and are allowed
to have blue eyes includes pointed cats in the notes section.

ACEF President, Judith Jordan, the recommendation was discussed yesterday., it will also
have to come back as well{ Can we take it that CANT will propose it.

WCC Matters for Discussion

Discussed previously.

National Shows

2026 - South Australia — GCCFSA
2027 — CCCA - CCI

2028 — ACF - Cats WA

2029 - TBC

2030 = TBC

ACF President, Judith Jordan, 2029 will be a CCC of A member body hosted
National Australian Show, 2030 is ACF, does anyone want to put their hand up?
GCCFV, Linda Kitson, subject to confirmation, I will take it back to the committee
Other Business

CANT, Julie Schuller, the CANT strongly encourages the ACF to resume the
practice of having a photograph taken of ACF Officers and committeepersons at the
annual meeting. Not only is this an important historical record of the organisation
throughout the years, but it could also be included in the yearbook with a short
biography of new members or committeepersons, or an article on long term
committeepersons.

Next Meetings:
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15 October 2025
25 February 2026
9 June 2026

29 September 2026
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I1I. CLOSE 12 Noon
Judith Jordan Robbie Walker
President, ACF (Inc.) Secretary, ACF (Inc.)
22 July 2025 22 July 2025
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